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again escaped with his life. Alexander marched on to
Babylon,1 and then to Susa,1 the Persian capital, which he
occupied without difficulty. What would he do "next?

First he was determined, anyhow, to subdue every por-
tion of the vast Persian empire, even if he had to march his

THE RUINS OF PERSEPOLIS

army over the whole of it. To Persepolis1 he went, where
Darius had built a wonderful palace, of which the ruins
still exist. He burnt it to the ground. Darius himself
was still uncaptured, but he met a miserable fate soon "after,
for he was murdered by the officers of his own fleeing army,
and Alexander arrived only to find him dead. Where next?

There were some outlying provinces of the Persian
dominions, in what is now Turkestan, near the Caspian
Sea, and even in far Afghanistan. These too Alexander
conquered, one by one. When he reached Kabul, he found
himself on the verge of India. He marched on.

He came down the Khyber Pass; he crossed the Indus
Here he was resisted by the Indian king, Porus, and for
the first tinie his soldiers had to face elephants in battle,

1 Find all these places on the maps on pp. 15 and 45.